The history of conversational programming

To understand the history of conversational, you need to know a little bit about the history of Hurco
because the company founders invented conversational programming,

More than 40 years ago, Gerry Roch and Edward Humston formed a company they called Hurco (a

creative blending of their last names). Roch was the idea guy and Humston was the business guy.

Gerry Roch grew up around his grandfather’s tool and die shop where he discovered his passion for
building things. After graduating from Purdue University, he returned to his grandad’s shop and realized
his fascination with identifying ways to simplify work could be put to practical use. These two talents, combined with the emergence of
computers, would lead Mr. Roch to start Hurco.

While his foresight to realize that computer technology could be used to make manufacturing more efficient might not seem
particularly cutting edge in today’s world of computer proliferation, it was revolutionary in the 1960s. To put it in historical perspective, the
computers of the 1960s were expensive; owned exclusively by institutions, such as government agencies, universities, and large corpora-
tions; and huge— one computer could consume an entire room. Even though creating a computer for machining parts seemed far-
fetched, Humston believed in Gerry Roch’s vision and they set out to make computers work for the working man.

Mr. Roch is the definition of an innovator. He is curious. He asks questions. He never accepts the
status quo. His fascination with efficiency, combined with his background at the family tool and

die shop, his drive to solve problems, and his collaborative personality, are just a few of the reasons
why he has more than 60 patents. His patents for interactive control technology, which we call
conversational programming, are considered the most significant. Machine tool builders throughout
the world must obtain a license from Hurco to implement interactive control technology in their
products because the company’s founder, Gerald Roch, invented it.

Even with numerous patents and inventions, Mr. Roch is extremely humble, saying, “I've never

really been an expert in any area. I know rela-

tively little about software and electronics, but

I've been fortunate enough that I conceptually
understand how things should work. Then it’s
a matter of hiring capable engineers to make
it happen.”

The connection between technology and people is the core of our culture at
Hurco. At the end of the day, machine tools aren’t about iron, and technology isn’t
about software codes. They’re about people. . .people like Gerald Roch and people
like you who work everyday to identify ways to continually improve their processes,
their business, and the parts they manufacture. True to our founder, Gerald Roch, we
strive each day to develop technology and build machine tools that simplify work to

make you and your business more successful.

United States Patent ;5
Roch et al.

(1] Patent Number: 4,477,754
[#] Date of Patent:  Oct. 16, 1984

[#] INTERACTIVE MACHINING SYSTEM
(75 Tavemoes: w ", Roch, Indisnapolis, I
nmes P, hlhq.ﬂlen.N \‘ (!-hl..
Il.llq lastanapolis. Ind.
1 Asignes: II.IIwN.h[hll( ]ndllllmh.
[t1] Appl No: 3ess11
(2] Filed: Sep. 25, 1981
Heluied U5, Application Dain
[6]  Comtimuation of Ser, No. 151,908, My 71, 1980, shas-
domed, which is & contisuuson of Ser. Ms. 70,369, Jul.
&, 1976, sbardosed
[51] le Q.

4010356 31977 Evass gt

Primary Examiner—B. Dobeck

Aliorne, Agent, or Firm—Weeslard, Weikarl, Emhardt
& Naughtza

] ARSTRACT

A microproceor memerical controd for & milling ma-

anbnhg Rotahing spoiicr, The atmtil syricm e
ther includes 1 tape camette deck apersble to resd ar

[5] vs.a
[55] FieM of Search

m IW
JJI.‘HI. Wﬂl !Hrllﬂ
3187388, 369, 50, 571,
JIB/ST2; 364474, 120
(561 Bforences Clied
US PATENT DOCUMENTS
l.rmt! Ulm H.-Illﬂ al bl

35010 1T Laskiord 54 ..._:..':l Hasm

X, ¥ and £ dircciioes for km.ll gmxnuur nd sl

inchudet an extemnal feed rate adjmstment for sither the

ﬂrlmuh!nhdh@mwhﬁm,bem
8 alfenc

mates. There kl\mh:’pmhz‘lmmn.lm length
calibration asd cuticr dismeter compensation for mill
ing operations.

19 Chaims, 46 Drawing Figures




